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Ladies and gentlemen,
Dear Colleagues,

Seeing Europe from the local perspective: thatirsneessage.

On behalf of all of you, | should like to begin armly thanking the President of the
European Council for attending this first addresshe State of the Union as seen from the
perspective of the cities and regions of Europe.

Mr President, your presence here today demonstyatas desire to work together, in a
spirit of trust and loyal cooperation, as set outhie Declaration of Rome adopted on the
60th anniversary of the TredtyAt a time which is so crucial for the future ofeey
European, it is essential that we pool our res@urce

By the very nature of your role, you embody Europeu are attached to the values and
principles which unite Europeans: solidarity, hundagnity, freedom, equality, and respect
for democracy and the rule of law. These values@nttiples allow Europeans to think,
express themselves and live in freedom. These sand principles must be respected by
everyone - all over Europe.

Last year when you addressed our assembly, yoargelcthat you have been advocating
regionalism in Europe for a long time, and that ywre a native of Gaak, a Kashubian,
a Pole and also a Européam these simple terms, you pointed out that @iatihg one's
European, national, regional and local identitysdoet in any way mean renouncing one
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or another of them. On the contrary. Our identitiresst communicate peacefully and must
constantly be open to the outside rather than dlosen themselves. It is in this way that
they will strengthen one another.

Dear President,
Dear Colleagues,

Why are we having our own State of the EuropearotJiaiddress? With the White Paper
on the Future of Europe and his excellent speedh@®tate of the Union, the President of
the Commission relaunched the debate we need duttne of our Union. It is important
for everyone to take part and for all contributibtmde taken into account.

At the European Committee of the Regions, we candide Union from the ground up,
from the perspective of ordinary people, through @&yes of our 350 local and regional
elected representatives. This is the perspectivehnhe would like to communicate.

Through you, Mr Tusk, we are addressing the he&dtate or government, with a view to
the December European Council meeting, which valtevoted to the future of Europe.

Regions, cities and municipalities are primarilg thlaces where 510 million Europeans
live.

These are the regions which form Europe. They c@m®pa great diversity of cultures,
histories, environments and socio-economic conakti®Guch diversity has to be promoted
at the European level, as will be done throughBtmpean Year of Cultural Heritage.

These regions cut across Europe. Some even coverateountries, such as the Danube,
the Baltic Sea, the Adriatic and lonian as welttses Alpine macro-regions, which means
that specific strategies have to be devised toowngrooperation and coordination.

Europeans cross these regions. More than one dhiEdiropeans live and work in border
regions. This highlights the importance of crossdeo cooperation and more broadly
territorial cooperation, whose contribution to tBaropean venture goes far beyond the
budget allocated to it - just 2.6% of regional ppliAnd | am not forgetting older forms of
cooperation such as twinning, which also enablepeeans to get to know each other and
to discover Europe.

By establishing links among each other, the regamssetting up social, economic and
cultural ties which unite Europeans.

Local and regional authorities are also very ofteubators of innovation -a fundamental
issue that our Committee is particularly focused ammd which is highlighted by the
Estonian presidency.



Cities and regions have major responsibilities. yT'peovide the framework in which
Europeans live their lives and can be given support

Dear President,
Dear Colleagues,

Europe has an increasingly important place in ttievides of local and regional elected
representatives.

They implement most EU legislation.

They build, co-finance and manage European prgjesfth the support of their
administrations.

Depending on how their national systems are orgdnighey are sometimes involved in
devising national reform programmes as well asilgialor convergence programmes in
the framework of the European semester.

They debate on Europe in their assemblies andthtin fellow citizens.

They also have regional offices representing timdarests with the European institutions.
Moreover, our Committee will further strengthen pemtion with the three hundred-odd
regional offices located in Brussels.

The commitment of local and regional elected regmestives is rewarded by public
confidence in local and regional authorities, whiglnore important than the one given to
the EU and its Member States in general.

This is a source of considerable pride, becausmeiéns that our cities and regions
constitute an element of trust in a Union whickasnetimes riddled with doubt.

It is also a great responsibility, because it mdkeal and regional elected representatives
key players in European democracy.

Cities and regions are Europe. We are Europe.

Just as the European level influences the locaragidnal levels, local and regional levels
should now be able to exert their full influenceEairopean level. For there to be mutual
benefit, there must be complete interaction.

The voices of cities and regions must be heard.

It is for this reason that | am proposing that veédhthe next European Union Summit of
Regions and Cities in the first quarter of 2019 aedd clear, specific messages to the
heads of state or government and to the leaddhedfnion, who will be meeting in Sibiu,
Romania, at the end of March 2019.



Dear President,
Dear Colleagues,

Division must give way to union.

After nine years of crisis, the European economigeginning to show the first signs of
growth. Unemployment is at its lowest for nine yedrhis should motivate us to do better
and to help Europe together with all its regionsot@rcome their problems, for not all
regions have regained their pre-crisis situatioe. Méed to create the right conditions for
shared, sustainable growth between regions andeketvituropeans, especially young
people.

We must not bury our heads in the sand. Recenstimge been marked by serious crises
which have shown to what extent Europe needs anitysolidarity.

| would like to mention the handling of the migractisis and of Brexit, which our
Committee has debated on several occasions.

The migrant crisis represents the failure of a Wrtliwat risks turning its back on its values.
Since the agreement on an emergency plan on thebdigon of refugees in Member

States in September 2015, less than 20% of thaséodwelocation according to the initial

objective have actually been relocated. This isguattable failure which does not live up
to the values of solidarity underpinning our Union.

Europe's cities and regions have had to cope wéltonsequences. In Catania, in Athens,
on the Greek islands and in many other places andtges, local and regional officials
have organised the reception of thousands of migranvery difficult circumstances. Just
as | commend those countries which shouldered thsponsibilities, | would like to pay
tribute to all the local and regional elected repreatives and to the local populations in
their areas who, through their courage and thdidaty, have done the European spirit
proud.

And now to Brexit. For me, Brexit is also the faduof a Union based on systems of
derogations. We cannot maintain a Union when itrhambers which opt out of some of
the obligations incumbent on them. The Brexit deaisvill have serious consequences for
British and European local communities.

On another note, the current crisis in Spain imeation with the events in Catalonia risks
impacting the Union. That is why we will be holdiag initial debate specifically on this
topic immediately after this discussion on theest#tthe Union.

The Union is the only course which will allow Eusofp tackle the challenges of the 21st
century that affect the lives of the local popuas in our cities and regions. We must all



move forward together, ideally at the same pacegtdifferent speeds if necessary, but
always in the same direction.

Dear President,
Dear Colleagues,

Our approach is simple: to build Europe from thétdrma up, with the involvement of
European citizens

Europe cannot be built without its citizens: we mwsrk with them to make Europe's
future, because Europe is their future.

Our efforts must be guided by two principles: actad the right level and dialogue with
European citizens.

Our Committee must embody expertise on local amgonal democracy, whether this
means decentralisation, multilevel governance @ementing the subsidiarity principle.

The first principle which must guide our effortstéking good decisions at the right level
of government.

Compliance with the subsidiarity principle allowswer to be exercised at the closest level
to ordinary people. The Committee acts as the gtaraf this principle and is very active
in that role. Ten years ago we set up the Subsigisionitoring Network, which includes

a large number of the regional parliaments of theogean Union. And on 4 December of
this year we are co-organising the 8th SubsidiaCibynference with the Austrian Federal
Council.

The role and expertise of local authorities areainable and must be harnessed. This is
why | have asked the president and first vice-plegsi of the European Commission to
make the European Committee of the Regions a membethe Subsidiarity and
Proportionality Task Force being set up by the Cassion.

The second principle that must guide our work eatjue with European citizens. Since
March 2016, we have organised more than 140 pulelbates in 95 EU regions, and our
members have played an active part in these debates

We must also increase the debates in our locakegidnal assemblies, since the opinion
of elected representatives represents a cruciatibation to Europe's future.

It is a very good thing that especially the Euregp€ammission, Parliament and Economic
and Social Committee are also engaging in locaatksh Whether we call these "citizens'
dialogues" or "public conventions”, we must workdther to ensure that the Union is in
direct contact with its citizens.



| firmly believe that it is by addressing citizeegpectations that suspicion of Europe will
be replaced by a desire for Europe.

Dear President,
Dear Colleagues,

We must guarantee the physical, social and envieotah security of Europeans.
Europe must protect its citizens.

Physical security is essential for Europeans' Wweihg. The tragic events that have taken
place in many European cities and countries atark eeminder of this.

Security must also mean social security. Therestiliesrast economic and social disparities
between Europeans. One in five Europeans liveshausehold below the poverty line or
in a situation of social exclusion.

Europeans need a strong social model which prowmetsyone. Let us never forget that
Europe is rooted in the prospect of better sodiatgetion. This is precisely the point of
the Social Summit being held in Gothenburg, Sweden17 November, in which our
Committee will be involved. Tomorrow, we will adogr opinion that gives our vision of a
social Europe, to provide a response to the Conomisand send a message to those
attending this Summit.

The security of European citizens also depends megting the environment and
biodiversity. Here too, regional and local authestare front-line players, as are the
American states and towns that have bravely dedidaethplement the objectives of the
Paris Agreement - despite the irresponsible stafderesident Trump. The fight against
climate change is also a priority for us. We hav&t entered into partnerships with the
European Climate Alliance network and with the ICiiEernational network. We will be
represented at the COP23 in Bonn and will take ipatte Global Covenant of Mayors for
Climate and Energy.

Europe really is stronger when it protects itszeitis.

It is also the case when we face natural disa$t@sswas once again brought home to the
Committee this year in regions affected by theheprakes in central Italy, Umbria, Lazio,
Abruzzo and Marche, for which the EU has approvedrgency relief funding.

Dear President,
Dear Colleagues,

Europe needs ambition. Europe needs resources.



In the coming months, the European institutions kel negotiating the future multiannual
financial framework, and will decide on the res@sr@vailable to the Union which are, at
present, totally inadequate to support 510 millEuropeans. The ambition for Europe
must be backed by significant resources in orddret@redible, particularly by freeing up
new own resources, as recommended in the repottheoHigh-Level Group on Own
Resources.

We are particularly concerned about the futureabfesion policy, which will be discussed
by the Council on 15 November. As mentioned in apenion of our colleague Michael
Schneider adopted in M3y cohesion policy makes an essential solidarityebas
contribution to consolidating the European Uniom &1 the necessary counterpart to the
internal market rules. Its future and Europe'sliaked.

As the Commission pointed out just yestefdauring the 2014-2020 budget period, this
policy will help 7.4 million unemployed people findbs, enable 8.9 million Europeans to
acquire a qualification, ease access to drinkingewand the internet for millions of
households, support 1.1 million SMEs, fund resegwobjects, improve thousands of
kilometres of roads and railway lines, and accosfpihuch more. It is inconceivable that a
policy that provides such effective support to peeple of Europe should be abandoned.

The European public is clear about this. At leased out of four Europeans who know
about regional policy believe that the EU's regiomegestment has positive effects for their
city or regiori. Cohesion policy builds confidence in Europe.

Unfortunately the possibility cannot be excludedaotlisrupted or diminished cohesion
policy in the next EU budgetary framework. There @&orrying signs: the impact of Brexit
on EU budget resources, the notion of imposingatis of conditions on cohesion, and the
trend towards questioning the merits of solidabggween countries and regions.

We have joined five European local and regionabessions in the Cohesion Alliance to
defend the future of cohesion policy. Our requeshe Council is twofold: ensure a strong
cohesion policy involving all regions and guararttes this policy will receive funding of
at least one third of the EU's budget, as it daes. n

| would also like to turn to another matter thatlesar to our hearts: the ability of regional
and local authorities to take action and to invest.

The attitude of our leaders at national and EUlleas been moving in the right direction.
Today we talk increasingly about the need to firad/svof achieving budgetary flexibility,
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about defending our social model, especially inddranegotiations, and about the
importance of investment, including public investhaVe now need to move from words
to deeds.

The European Union suffers from a lack of competitess due to obsolescent
infrastructure and inadequate investment. Investrfethby 15% as a direct result of the
economic and financial crisis.

Local and regional authorities are doing their wto avoid a collapse in public
investment, over half of which they finance. Bus, @ointed out in a recent Committee
opinion drawn up by our colleague Markku MarkKula is often still difficult, in fact
almost impossible, to fully revitalise public integent under the constraints imposed by
European budget and accounting rules.

It is therefore high time to also free up publiwestment capacity at local and regional
level, just as was done to promote investmenterptiivate sector.

Dear Colleagues,

By way of conclusion | would like, once again, areyone's behalf to thank the President
of the Council to treat our cities and regions eg European players. We will present you
next year with the opinion on the future of Eurdpat you have requested. All the work
that we have done under the Reflecting on Europgative will also feed into our
upcoming debate on the State of the Union. Thitheilan important stage in our work on
the future of the Union, in anticipation of the 8208ummit of Regions and Cities.

Dear President,
Dear Colleagues,

We must roll up our sleeves so as to confidenthtiooe to shape our common destiny.
Now it is time to act.

Mr President, Europe's local authorities will beyatir side and we will, together, defend
the achievements of the European Union increagshgapacity for action and shape the

future for Europe's citizens.

Thank you for your attention.
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